
Offertory “What Child is This?”                          Perry 

Doxology                                         PH#591 

  BEARING AND FOLLOWING THE WORD 
INTO THE WORLD 

*Hymn         “Good Christian Men, Rejoice” RED#116 

Postlude “Fantasia on a French Carol” Hughes 

 

*Please be seated for the postlude.  Thank you. 
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*Please stand, if able CCLI License #2716138 
Hymnals:  PH-blue hard cover; Red-red hard cover; SF-small blue soft cover 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

Every Sunday Is Food Pantry Sunday! 

 

Meals on Wheels is needing delivery volunteers for December and 

January.  If you are interested in helping, please call the Daily 

Bread number at the High Rise, to sign up. 217-632-4314 

 

Central Presbyterian Church 
210 W. Douglas Ave 

Petersburg, IL  62675 

217-632-2651 

centralpreschurch@sbcglobal.net 

 

December 26, 2021 

1st Sunday of Christmas 

mailto:centralpreschurch@sbcglobal.net


Welcome & Announcements   

Prayer (Please take a moment to prepare your heart for worship) 

Prelude “Gloria” Mozart/Blake 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

*Call to Worship  
L: Like Joseph and Mary, we want to protect the child Jesus. 

P: We want him to be safe and sound. 

L: And when something unexpected happens, we are 

frightened. 

P: We wonder what we should have done differently. 

L: Lord, in this day, help us to remember that God is ever with 

us. 

P: Let us place our trust in God’s loving presence as we 

grow in our own faith.  Amen. 

*Hymn “Joy to the World” RED#120 

Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession  

Lord, it’s only a few days after the Christmas celebration 

and we are exhausted.  People have come and gone; 

gatherings are winding down; we are being reminded of the 

“normalcy” of life returning to us.  We don’t want to go 

there just yet.  We want to linger in the warmth of the 

season.  Forgive us when we don’t seem to feel your warmth 

in our lives all the time.  Forgive us when we assign warmth 

only to Christmas, and then to Easter and seem to dwell on 

the mundane the rest of the time.  Give us courage to live as 

people of the light, those who find your comforting, 

encouraging presence in our lives at all times.  Strengthen us 

for joyful service in your name.  Amen.  
 (Time of silence for personal confession.)  

Assurance of Pardon 

People of God, feel the presence of God right now, in this place, 

warming your hearts, forgiving your fears and strife; preparing 

you for joyful service.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are 

loved and forgiven.  Amen. 

The Peace 

L:     Peace be with you. 

P: And also with you. 

*Gloria Patri “Glory Be to the Father” PH# 579 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Readings  Psalm 98, 100 

Sermon “Christmas Carols” 

 “O Come, All ye Faithful” RED#103 

 “Angels from the Realms of Glory” RED#110 

 “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” RED#104 

 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” RED#121 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

*Affirmation of Faith  

Let us confess the faith of our baptism using the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 

 I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who 

was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 

buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again 

from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 

come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 

Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the 

life everlasting.  Amen.  

Prayers of the People          As prayers are offered 

L: God of Mercy, 

P: Hear our prayer. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Offering 

 


