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April Showers Bring May Flowers 
By Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Milton Johnson, Garrison Chaplain's Office April 12, 2012 

 The Easter weekend celebration reminded me of a popular phrase that I memorized as a 

teenager that encourages me to look forward to the month of May with excitement and 

enthusiasm, in spite of the depression that looms from the hard and long winter of the past several 

months -- that phrase is, APRIL SHOWERS, BRING MAY FLOWERS. 

 Following the commemoration of the life, death, burial and resurrection of Jesus over the 

weekend, I kept thinking about phrases like: weeping endures for a night, but joy comes in the 

morning; there is a silver lining after each dark cloud; and this too shall pass. 

 The reality of Jesus' death producing new life parallels with the thought of sunshine 

following a season of gloom and sadness.  Like April showers bringing May flowers. 

 Perhaps everybody heard this rhyme at some point, generally having been taught it at an 

early age by parents or teachers.  It's a popular thing to say and hear around springtime, but one 

thing you might not know is where the rhyme originated from.  It reaches back to the mid-1500s, 

although earlier use of "April showers bring May flowers" probably existed. 

 In 1557, a man by the name of Thomas Tusser compiled a collection of writings he called 

"A Hundred Good Points of Husbandry."  In the April husbandry section, he wrote: 

Sweet April showers 

Do spring May flowers 

 As you can see, the rhyme was originally a short poem.  However, there is meaning behind 

the words, as well. 

 "April showers bring May flowers" is a reminder that even the most unpleasant of things, 

in this case the heavy rains of April, can bring about very enjoyable things indeed—even an 

abundance of flowers in May.  "April showers bring May flowers" is also a lesson in patience, 

and one that remains valid to this day. 

 Many of life's greatest things come only to those who wait, and by patiently and happily 

enduring the clouds and damp of April, you can find yourself more easily able to take in the 

sights and smells of May.  After all, it's easier to love something if you begin with an optimistic 

outlook. 

 Listen to an amazing story I read several months ago about a couple who experienced 

showers of blessings after the rain of repeated disaster in their life. 

 After his parents were brutally murdered in North Vietnam, Ri moved to South Vietnam. 

While there, he went to school and eventually became a building contractor.  He prospered 

greatly until he was arrested on a trip heading north. 

 After being imprisoned in North Vietnam for three years, he finally escaped and made his 

way south, only to be charged as a spy for the North. 

 When he learned that the U.S. was pulling out of South Vietnam, he gave all his worldly 

possessions in exchange for a passage on a small overcrowded fishing boat.  He was later picked 

up on the high seas by an American ship and taken to the Philippines.  Once there, he lived in a 

refugee camp for two years until he was allowed to come to the United States. 
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 Once he arrived in the United States, Ri's cousin offered both him and his wife jobs in his 

tailor shop.  Even though their net pay was only $300 per week, they were determined to succeed. 

For two years, they lived in the back room of the tailor shop and took sponge baths so they could 

save every penny possible. 

 Within two years, they had saved $30,000 and bought out the cousin's business.  It was 

only then that they rented an apartment. 

 Today Ri is a millionaire.  Hard work and frugal living can bring a dream into reality! 

What a success story! 

 Have you had a season of setbacks, disappointments or hindrances?  Do not be dismayed. 

Remember these things: there has never been a wind that did not change directions, clouds do not 

hang forever and April showers bring May flowers. 

Highlights of Regular Session Meeting, March 22 2021 

 Checking account balance as of February 28, 2021:  $14,277.17. 

 Motion:  Session approves John Godbey and Recbecca Rowe to conduct the Church 

Records Audit. 

 Motion:  Upon recommendation and approval from Administration, Session approves 

the use of $4,300 from the Major Maintenance Fund for the replacement of the jack 

packing for elevator operations by KONE. 

 Motion:  Session approves communion dates as follows during 2021:  January 3, 

February 7, March 7, April 1 (Maundy Thursday), April 4 (Easter), May 2, June 6, July 

4, August 1, September 5, October 3, November 7, November 21 (Christ the King), 

December 5, and December 24 (Christmas Eve). 

 Liturgists for April and May will be listed in the Chimes newsletter. 

 Bulletins and sermons, when available, will continue to be sent to members. 

 Home Communion was delivered on March 6 to a total of 9 homes, serving 13 members. 

 We ask that you continue to keep all of our health care providers in your thoughts and prayers. 

Committee News 
Administration 

Financial 

 Income for January is $754.81 below budget, and January expenses are below budget by 

$781.38. 

 General, MMF, and Endowment funds were all reviewed. 

 The 2021 Ebersolt disbursement has been received from Presbytery. 

 A Motion was made to Session to transfer the other half of the Sampson donation.  

 The Reading Rocks program started March 1, and the church insurance has been updated to 

cover our Reading Rocks program.  The program has had a strong start and is greatly needed 

in our community.  

Building 

 A new projector for the sanctuary was donated by members and is being installed by Dave 

Long.  That, along with a new camera, will improve our live-streaming of the church services. 

 The Pastor’s office has been painted and carpet cleaned. 

 A motion was made to Session to pay for a major repair on the elevator from the MMF. 
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Office 

 Joni has been doing an excellent job in the office and is now providing much of the Sunday 

church bulletin requirements for the Liturgists.  Thanks, Joni!  

Steve Territo & Jane Stephenson 

Administration Committee Co-chairs 

Mission/Outreach 

 Birthday Party in a Bag:  We have finished the first round of the Birthday Party in a Bag 

project.  We have assembled and distributed 20 party bags.  Each bag includes a cake mix, 

frosting, balloons, noise makers and other items to make a party a party.  The bags are being 

distributed by the Menard County Food Pantry (housed in our church building) and the Menard 

County Housing Authority. 

 COATS:  The COATS program shopping trip will not happen this school year due to the 

pandemic.  Instead, the church has purchased PORTA hoodies for the identified students.  Thank 

you to Rebecca Rowe for coordinating this program.  The students are all thankful for the support 

of our church. 

 Food Pantry Sunday:  Every Sunday is Food Pantry Sunday!  The Menard County Food 

Pantry, housed in our church building, is now open the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays each month from 1 

to 3 p.m.  The Pop-Up Food Pantry (outside County Market) is currently the only other food 

pantry open in Petersburg.  A basket is in the Narthex to receive donations each week.  After 

church, we deliver the donated items to the pantry.  If you shop at County Market, they will make 

it very easy for you to donate items – just pay for the items and the County Market staff will 

deliver them to the Pantry.  With the Menard County Food Pantry open only two days each month 

by appointment, the Pop-Up Pantry at County Market still gets a lot of use. 

 Facebook Prayer Chain:  This continues to be used regularly.  Since we are not sharing 

prayer requests during our recorded worship services due to privacy concerns, this is a great way 

to share our prayer concerns through the week.  Prayer requests are still being sent weekly to the 

full church email list by Joni.  If you would like to be included in the Facebook group, please let 

Pat Claussen know. 

 Reading Rocks:  The Reading Rocks team has finally been able to start seeing and helping 

students.  The initial weeks have been very successful.  This outreach program helps students who 

struggle with reading and other learning.  Sue Carlson and Adam Power are leading the effort.  

We can all help by spreading the word about this program.  Also, donations of puzzles and books 

suitable for reading levels up to about grade 6 are welcome.  You can purchase supplies through 

the Reading Rocks page on our church website, or you can designate a gift to the church for 

Reading Rocks.   

 Community Outreach:  We are looking at organizations to thank for their contributions to 

the community.  Our past outreach has been appreciated by the recipients.  This could not have 

been done without the help of our congregation.  Thanks again to all who donated. 

 We are exploring a few other projects at this time.  If you would like to help with planning 

any mission or outreach activities, contact Jan Costello or Pat Claussen.  We will likely have a 

meeting in April, but the meeting has not yet been scheduled. 

Patrik Claussen, Jan Costello 

Mission/Outreach Committee Co-chairs 
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Holy Week Services 

 As we approach this very special time in our church calendar, Central Presbyterian Church 

will share in these opportunities for worship. 

 Maundy Thursday April 1 7 p.m. At Central with United Methodists 

    Led by:  Rev. Rick Pierce 

 Easter April 4 10 a.m. Sermon:  Pastor Stephanie 

Each will be live-streamed at the time of the service, and they will also be available for 

viewing from the church website later.  If you have hesitated to watch the services online due to 

poor transmission a few weeks ago, please check back now.  It is believed that earlier issues have 

been resolved.    

Emergency Contacts 

 Although Central does not now have an installed pastor, members are encouraged to 

continue to stay connected with the church family.  If you have an emergency or are in need of 

assistance from Central, please contact:   Church Office, 632-2651 

      Camilla Long, Deacon Chair, 306-8086 

      Jane Stephenson, Clerk of Session, 341-7599 

 You are also requested to inform the church office of changes in addresses and phone 

numbers. 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

 One Great Hour of Sharing is the single, largest way that Presbyterians come together 

every year to work for a better world.  Each gift to One Great Hour of Sharing helps improve the 

lives of the suffering and the vulnerable.  

 For over 70 years, One Great Hour of Sharing has provided Presbyterians a way to share 

God’s love with our neighbors in need around the world.  The three programs supported by One 

Great Hour of Sharing—Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and 

Self-Development of People—all work in different ways to serve individuals and communities in 

need.  From the initial disaster response to ongoing community development, their work fits 

together to provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope.   

The offering will be collected through Easter Sunday.  Special offering envelopes are 

available in the Narthex. 

2021 Per Capita 

 Have you made your contribution to Per Capita for 2021?  Payments to Presbytery for 

Central’s commitment will be made March through June.  The Per Capita amount for each 

member for 2021 is $35.25.   

Menard County Food Pantry  

 The Menard County Food Pantry reopened on a limited basis November 18, 2020.  The 

Pantry had been closed since March, 2020, because of COVID-19 concerns and had offered food 

on an emergency basis only.  
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 New procedures were put in place upon reopening.  In order to receive a food order, 

persons in need must contact the Menard County Community Services Office located in the 

Menard County Courthouse at 217-632-4412 to schedule an appointment to receive a food 

referral.  Beginning March 1, the Pantry has been staffed by volunteers only on the 

2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month from 1 to 3 p.m.  

 At this time, the Pantry is well stocked with food.  If you would like to donate, 

you are encouraged to do so to the Pop-Up Pantry outside County Market. 

Every Sunday is Food Pantry Sunday 

 Food donations are needed for the two Petersburg Food Pantries, especially the Pop-Up 

Pantry at County Market.  Please put food items in the large basket in the narthex 

Diaper Bank Needs 

 The Diaper Bank, located at the Menard County Housing office, 101 W. Sheridan Rd., 

Petersburg, IL 62675, is not currently open to the public.  However, if there is a need for diapers 

or diaper supplies, you can call the office at 217-632-7723.  And, of course, they are always 

accepting monetary donations.   

Reading Rocks News 
April 2021 

 You may notice that this newsletter looks very different from previous newsletters. There 

is a lot more information to share this month that wouldn’t fit on our normal layout.  First, we 

have had students in the building since March 1, and we are already showing great progress.  We 

have a wonderful group of students and teachers that are participating in Reading Rocks.  Right 

now, we do not have anyone on the waitlist!  This is great news and means that we have been able 

to accept every child that has signed up!  

 Earlier this week, a member of our congregation shared this with us.  It is directly from 

PCUSA, and they thought it spoke to what Reading Rocks is: 

The Educate a Child, Transform the World initiative is a response to the 221st 

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) which “launched a church 

wide initiative to improve, equip and connect, and improve the quality of public 

education for 1,000,000 children in the U.S. and globally.”  

An Educate a Child (EAC) congregation accepts the call to our common 

commitment to join in God’s ongoing transformation of the world by working and 

advocating to ensure equitable, accessible, quality public education so that all 

people, created in the image of God, may grow into the fullness of life.  An Educate 

a Child congregation covenants to live into child advocacy ministries of Direct 

Service, Consciousness Raising, Systemic Change and Christian Disciplines that 

continue Christ’s transforming ministry so that all children may grow in the 

fullness for which God created them. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/child/ 

 Now, you may argue that we are not an Educate a Child congregation, and you would be 

correct.  But as Christians, we have a duty to make our missions available to anyone who wants to 

participate.  Reading Rocks is a mission of the church, the community, and PCUSA.  We want 

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0014/001410/141019e.pdf


Central Chimes  April, 2021 

you to remember that even though this is a relatively new mission to the church and community, 

it has already proven to be a much needed one.  

DONUTS! 

 We have some donut vouchers available for $10 each.  Please reach out to Sue or Adam if 

you would like to purchase.  

Thank You for March 

● Bunn Gourmet/Pease’s Candy in the Gables - for donating cupcakes to students who complete 

books.  

● Arnold Monument - for their generous monetary donation to our students. 

 

 

Want to feel more connected? Practice empathy 
Posted February 22, 2021, 10:30 a.m. 

Julie Corliss - Executive Editor                    Harvard Heart Letter 

 Do you ever wish that a certain person in your life would make the effort to truly 

understand where you’re coming from?  That ability — being empathic — comes more easily to 

some people than to others.  Empathy helps people get along with others, from loved ones to 

strangers.  So it’s worth considering your own aptitude for empathy, which you can hone just like 

any other skill. 

 “While either genetic proclivity or our upbringing makes some people naturally empathic, 

empathy can be cultivated at any point in our lives,” says Dr. Ronald Siegal, PsyD, assistant 

professor of psychology at  Harvard Medical School.  Empathy helps us understand other people, 

so we feel more connected and able to help one another through difficult times, he adds. 

What is empathy? 

 Empathy is a key aspect of emotional intelligence, which also includes the ability to 

identify and regulate one’s own emotions, and to use these abilities to communicate more 

effectively. 

 Psychologist Carl Rogers described empathy as “seeing the world through the eyes of the 

other, not seeing your world reflected in their eyes.”  To be truly empathetic and understand 

another person’s perspective, feelings, and motivations, you have to be curious about that person. 

 “Empathy requires paying attention to others’ words and body language, noticing the 

feelings that arise within us when we interact with them, and asking them about their feelings. 

Doing this regularly refines our capacity to accurately sense other people’s emotional 

experience,” says Dr. Siegel. 

 Research suggests that empathy training can improve this skill.  It can be part of 

counseling or formal programs that teach through experiences (such as games and role-play), 

lectures, demonstrations, and skills practice.  A study that pooled findings from 18 diverse studies 

of empathy training found the techniques to be effective. 

Try These Three Ways to Practice Empathy 

 You can practice these three measures on your own to cultivate greater empathy: 

Acknowledge your biases. 

  We all have biases or prejudices toward individuals or groups, whether we’re aware of 

them or not.  So-called conscious bias refers to biases that people recognize.  An example would 

https://www.health.harvard.edu/blog/author/juliecorliss
http://www.health.harvard.edu/heart
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26191979/
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be feeling threatened by another group and voicing opposition to that group’s beliefs or actions. 

But implicit or unconscious bias is more subtle, making it challenging to recognize.  Common 

examples of these biases relate to differences in gender, race, class, age, weight, and culture. 

While it can be unnerving and bring up feelings of shame to have our implicit biases revealed, the 

more clearly we see them, the less they control our thoughts, feelings, and actions.  One way to 

explore your implicit biases is through this test. 

Ask questions sensitively.  

 Even though biases may arise frequently in personal interactions, these perceptions 

certainly aren’t the only reason people fail to understand one another.  You can misunderstand 

someone whose identity and background are very similar to your own.  Assume you don’t know 

how the other person feels, because you probably don’t.  Asking questions is the answer.  Try 

something like, “I think my reactions may be different from yours.  What’s your experience? 

How do you see it?”  Expressing a willingness to hear another’s perspective will help that person 

feel respected. 

Listen actively. 

 Once you’ve asked a question, be sure to really listen to what the other person has to say. 

These three techniques can help: 

 Make eye contact to enhance your concentration and connection with the other person. 

 Don’t interrupt — allow the other person to finish speaking before you respond. 

 If the person expresses negative emotions about a situation, avoid suggesting possible 

fixes unless he or she specifically requests your advice. 

God At Work 
Surely he was the Son of God! 

Matthew 27:54 

 “God is crying.”  Those were the words whispered by Bill Haley’s ten-year-old daughter as 

she stood in the rain with a group of multiethnic believers in Jesus.  They had come to Virginia’s 

Shenandoah Valley to seek God and make sense of the legacy of racial discord in America.  As they 

stood on the grounds where former slaves were buried, they joined hands in prayer.  Then suddenly 

the wind began to below, and it started to rain.  As the leader called out for racial healing, the rain 

began to fall even harder.  Those gathered believed that God was at work to bring reconciliation and 

forgiveness. 

 And so was it at Calvary----God was at work.  After the crucified Jesus breathed His last, 

“The earth shook, the rocks split and the tombs broke open” (Matthew 27:51-52).  Though some had 

denied who Jesus was, a centurion assigned to guard Him had come to a different conclusion: 

“When the centurion and those with him saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were 

terrified, and exclaimed, ‘Surely he was the Son of God!’” (v.54). 

 In the death of Jesus, God was at work providing forgiveness of sin for all who believe in 

Him.  “God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins again them” (2 

Corinthians 5:19).  And what better way to demonstrate that we’ve been forgiven by God than to 

extend forgiveness to each other.  By Arthur Jackson 

Scripture Insight 
 Matthew records three events and their aftereffects that occurred at the moment of Jesus’ 

death (Matthew 27:51-53).  First, the temple curtain that separated the Holy Place from the Most 

Holy Place was torn from top to bottom.  Many theologians have written that this symbolized God 

removing the barrier that separated people from His presence (only the high priest was allowed to 

https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html
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enter the Most Holy Place, and only once a year with a blood sacrifice).  Second, there was an 

earthquake.  This caused rocks to split and tombs to open.  An earthquake was a fitting response of 

creation to the death of its Creator.  Finally, after Jesus’ resurrection, the dead from the open tombs 

were brought back to life and entered the city---another fitting result.  When the Giver of life 

defeated death, the power that raised Him spread to others who had died. 

Reflect & Pray 
Father, thank you for loving the world so much that You send Jesus so I can be forgiven.  Help me to 

demonstrate forgiveness toward others by the way I live.  Amen. 

Scenes from Central 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members: 
Mary Ella Allen  

Barb Churchill  

Family of Delores (Dee) Free  

Jo Ann Morris 

Ken Morris 

Dale and Mary Rose Satorius 

Marilyn Schafer  

Janet Scheina 

Linda Williams 

Friends of the Congregation: 

Michele Baker (C. Long’s friend 

Dale Blout (B. Satorius’ dad) 

Alan Bronson (S. Wilson’s friend)  

Carolyn Carr (J. Tice’s friend)  

Family of Billy Costello (J. Costello’s husband)  

Greg Grogan (C. Long’s brother)  

Mike Hance (husband of Kristi Hance; PES teacher)  

Marlene Hartsook (R. Ford’s sister) 

Dorothy King (A. Montgomery’s sister) 

Bob McLin (B. Winkelmann’s brother) 

Fred Pike (M./ P. Montgomery’s friend) 

Andrew Raes (R. Plaeger’s cousin)  

Sheila Smoron (Pastor M. Smoron’s wife) 

Gary Sorenson (L. Williams’ friend)  

Cindy Thomas (R. Ford’s niece) 

Don Wells (S. McCullough’s brother-in-law) 

Carol White (J. Morris’ friend) 

Mike Whitehurst (P. & M. Montgomery’s friend) 

Lauren Woodley (J. Satorius’ friend J.D. Proehl’s  

     granddaughter) 
 

Please pray for all we know who are homebound, residing in care facilities, serving in the military or 

who are away from their family and friends.  

  

The Mission Outreach Committee recently 
completed their initial phase of the “Birthday Party 
in a Bag” project.  Bags were delivered to the Food 
Pantry and Menard Co. Housing for distribution to 
families with children. 

Sadie, Ethan, Linda, and Ava are on their feet during Sunday School.  Each 
week they play a percussion instrument of their choice and dance to a fun 
song related to the Bible lesson.  “You can join us any time you like!” 
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In Our Communities and In Our World: 

All who are affected by COVID-19 

Pray for racial equality  

Peace between nation neighbors  

Victims of gun violence 

Displaced peoples in the world 

Pray for our country 

Healthcare Professionals 

Members: 

Alyssa Canady, Express Care, Memorial 

Jan Costello, Memorial Hospice 

Kristina Hutton, Memorial 

Vicki Johnson, Memorial 

Bill Montgomery, Memorial Healthcare System 

Ellie Montgomery, HSHS (St. John’s) 

Abby Noel, Springfield Clinic 

Heidi Phillips, Memorial 

Matt Roberts, Public Health, NYC 

Blair Rowe, Springfield Clinic 

Ashley Rutz, Indianapolis 

Brianne Satorius, Menard Medical Center 

Friends of the Congregation: 

Matt Albrecht, Memorial (L. William’s friend) 

Dr. Stacy Coombes, Houston, TX (J. Tice’s friend) 

Jodi Foreman, Oncology, Peoria (J. Scheina’s niece) 

Kyle Johnson, Springfield Clinic (V. Johnson’s son) 

Sarah Mies, Central Baptist Village, Park Ridge, IL 

Dr. Jason Pope, Savanna, GA (J. Tice’s friend) 

Morgan Ricketts, Tacoma, WA (R. Plaeger’s niece) 

Robyn Roberts, Public Health, NYC (Matt Roberts’ wife) 

Valerie Scheina, Springfield Clinic (J. Scheina’s daughter-in-law) 

Patty Smith, Nurse in Moscow, ID (E.L. Denton’s niece) 

Becca Stark, ICU at Mayo Clinic, Phoenix, AZ (Ruth’s daughter) 
Kaylee Territo, St. Louis (Steve & Julia’s daughter-in-law) 

Alyssa Tucker, St. John’s (Pastor Stephanie’s friend) 

Emily Zimmerman, Memorial (L. William’s friend) 

Memorial Hospice teammates & neighbors who are working on the frontlines 

Educational Field 

Members: 

Hannah Kyes, PORTA Elementary 

Adam Powers, Substitute Teacher 

Laurelyn Roberts, St. Louis School System 

Julia Territo, PORTA Central Office 

Stephanie Wankel, PORTA Elementary 

Lisa Willhite, PORTA High School 

Friends of the Congregation 

Mark Goeringer, Springfield Dist. #186 

During our time of social distancing, we desire to keep those in prayer who are in need.  Please keep 

the church office informed of members or friends that need to be placed on our prayer list by sending 

an email.   
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Church Attendance  
 

 

Average Worship Attendance: 20.25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Octogenarians 
April 7 Mary Gheen 704 South 10th St., Petersburg, IL 62675 

April 17 Coleen Janssen 17678 Lone Oak Circle, Petersburg, IL 62675 

April 24 Barbara Churchill 602 Willow Court, Bowling Green, MO 63334 

Happy Birthday! 
April 3 Jillian Kveton April 19 Linda Williams 

April 10 Susie Sanert April 20 Nicholas Territo 

April 10 Jeremy Phillips April 28 David Long 

April 11 Ashley Davis Kveton April 30 Tim Groh 

Happy Anniversary!  
April 4 Joe & Nancy Mehr April 7 John & Molly Buehner 

April 6 Phil & Helen Deverman April 28 Doug & Ruth Stark 

March 07 15  March 21 16 

March 14 18  March 28 32 

Liturgist 

Sunday, April 4 – Easter Steve Territo 

Sunday, April 11 Dan Stephenson 

Sunday, April 18 John & Cindy Godbey 

Sunday, April 25 Rhonda Plaeger 

 

Sunday, May 2 Rebecca Rowe 

Sunday, May 9 Coleen Janssen 

Sunday, May 16 Ben & Beth Kiningham 

Sunday, May 23 – Pentecost Jan Costello 

Sunday, May 30 Janene Tice 

If you cannot fulfill your duty as 

Liturgist, please find someone to take 

your place.  Also, let the church office 

know of changes as soon as possible.   


